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Utblick &r medlemsfidningen

for Utrikespolitiska féreningen i
Gsteborg. Utblick &r politiskt och
religist oberoende. Asikter som
framférs ar skribenternas egna.

Tack fér oss!
Vi, formgivarna Emelie och Mikael vill tacka
fér att vi fétt chansen att formge Utblick. Det har
varit roligt och givande och vi hoppas att vi genom
denna resa har breddat bdde mdlgruppen och férestdll-
ningen av hur en utrikespolitisk tidning kan se ut. Uthlick
har genom oss inlett ett ndrmare samarbete med illus-
tratérer fran HDK, Hégskolan fér Design och Konsthantverk
hér i Géteborg. Det ska bli spannande att félja tidningens
utveckling. Var utvecling kan bland annat féljas pd vdra
hemsidor: emelieolsson.com och oskarssonmikael.com
Anen gdng, stort tack och trevlig ldsning!

Spring, wave, turmoil. A rose by any other name
would smell as sweet, and so we name it as the wind
blows. No doubt, though, that we are pointing to
the same; a sense that things have been moving at
great speed this past year, tsunamying the global
order into glocal disorders. On our Facebook sites,
on the cover of newspapers, in the streets, change
is roaming. In connection, the popularly praised,
dare | say, trendified ‘Arab Spring’ has been dis-
cussed at such width and length that it hardly needs
more mentioning (anyway, there you go). Change
has become the new black; the buzzword of these
uncertain times. But what do we really talk about
when we talk about change?

Common for our current change-obsession is a
tendency to articulate this in metaphors of weather
and season (as | just did); as if political change is
predicted by a weather forecast, rendered technical
and out of our hands. May we remind each other,
then, that change is social and led by humans, not
thunder? As a plural phenomenon, change is un-
tamable, pointing everywhere and nowhere at one
time. In the US, President Obama promises change
(again), but so do his rivals. In France, changement
is on every Socialist’s lips, while current President
Sarkozy gains popularity by promising more of
the same but different. The Danish newspaper In-
formation featured a most telling illustration by the
Chinese artist Fengxie last month, which depicted
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad in a tank carried
away millimeters from the mountain’s edge by his
heavy-loaded allies, the Chinese Dragon and the
Russian Bear. Indeed, the current Syrian conflict,
and its related Iranian-Israeli cold-war battle, has
broad the old circus between superpowers USA,
Russia and China back onto stage. Change may
be bombing through Homs, but where those mis-
siles lead in the long run is still decided in the secret
chambers of international muscleman-diplomacy;
more on this page 30.

In this spring edition of Utblick, because we like
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so much to salt your happy-go-lucky game and re-
mind you that it ain't all that, we take a close look at
whatis really going on with all this change. One fac-
tor is whether change has in fact occurred; another,
whether that change has been for the better. As you
travel through the uprisings of the Middle-East and
beyond, well-guided by Utblick’s invaluable team
of writers and illustrators, do keep this twist in mind.
It is not that we at Utblick do not want change, per
se. We just like to dig a bit deeper before it all
fades into loose revolutionary smalltalk. So, join us
in digging and predict tomorrow’s change. | don't
mean that in the pseudo-guru, pocket-philosophic
sense, but in the cold-cash we have made a quiz for
you and there is a prize for the winner-way. Turn to
page 33 and everything will be illuminated. Should
you, forgivably, have missed one of the past year's
revolutions, our chronological guide to the Arab
Spring page 6 will lead your way. Meanwhile, be
sure to attend some of Utrikespolitiska Féreningen’s
lectures this spring, as listed in our Calendar on
page 35 — who knows if change will not be on the
agenda there, too?

Utblick will be back to provoke you in the fall
and will miss you urgently until then. Meanwhile,
we welcome you to join the debate online at
utblick.org, where we regularly post articles and
comments on related themes.

Enjoy your reading and, okay, embrace the spring!

A

Anna Simone Reumert

Editor-in-Chief




ORDFORANDEN HAR ORDET

DEN UTRIKESPOLITISKA FORENINGEN
ar, som bekant, ett forum fér utrikespolitik
och dess utveckling. En viktig besténds-
del inom utrikespolitiken &r férdndring.
Aktdrerna pd den internationella arenan
interagerar med och mot varandra, vare
sig det &r manniskor, organisationer, insti-
tutioner eller stater, som leder fill férand-
ringarna. 'Féréndring av vad?’ kan man
fréga sig. De stora férandringar under for-
ra drets gang har medfért konsekvenser
vilka har f&ljt med oss in i det har nya aret.
En halv terminen har forflutit, vi inom den
Utrikespolitiska Féreningen har gjort vért
basta att "hénga med i svéngarna” och
erbjuda er medlemmar spénnande och
intressanta féreldsningar. Vi har férsokt
lyfta fram de frégor som har tagits upp
och debatterats i den utrikespolitiska de-
batten och den utrikespolitiska sféren. Ni
vet redan med er aft just det &r vart syfte:
att sprida kunskap, och bidra till diskus-
sion och debatt om utrikespolitiska fragor.

Vi i féreningen har tagit med er pa
en resa frén Egypten efter Mubarak, il
Erik Ullenhags syn p& romernas situation,
och vidare genom den arabiska varen

med Cecilia Uddén, till landgrabbing i

UTRIKESPOLITISKA
FORE|

NINGEN
GOTEBORG

Afrika och féréndringarna med Sudan.
Fér aft nédmna né&gra f&. Den hér termi-
nen bérjade vi i Somaliland, tog oss in i
Tunisien, hade Expo pd besdk, lyckades
ta oss till bade Burma och Nordkorea.
Vi har haft motsatta sidor pé besdk, vi
har haft skeptiker till det internationella
systemet p& besdk, kort och gott, vi har
férsokt att anordna en balanserad géng
mellan motsatta parter i diverse utrikespo-
litiska frégor. Alla férel@sningar har haft
férandring som gemensam utg&ngspunkt.
Féréndring i frégornas situation har fért
dem framét eller bakat, vilket vi har speg-
lat genom véra talare, genom era frégor
och funderingar.

Annu aferstér en halv termin, spéckad
med intressanta féreldsningar som kommer
att behandla de féréndringar vi kan lésa
om i tidningar eller héra p& nyheterna.

Hang med oss den dterstéende tiden
innan sommaren drar igéng!

Ivana Bliznac
Ordférande
Utrikespolitiska féreningen
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ANDERS J ESKILSSON

Mina dagliga tankar kretsar mellan
allt frén Platons grotiliknelse fill protein-
drinkar. Annars studeras infernationella
relationer samtidigt som jag skriver pé
min kandidatuppsafs i statsvefenskap.
Mina huvudintressen inom IR &r politisk
filosofi och amerikansk utrikespolitik.
Genom Utblick hoppas jag kunna
formedla lite infressanta och inspire-
rande arfiklar fér l&sama. Samtidigt
som jag sdtter min kreativitet och kun-
skap pé& prov.
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ANNA-LOTTA AHLMEN

Ar fran Goteborg och studerar en kan-
didat i design p& Hégskolan f6r De-
sign och Konsthantverk, HDK. Har en
mycket mer fextil och hantverksméssig
bakgrund frén Stenebyskolan i Dals
Ll&nged men nér teckningen och det
mer platta formatet infroducerades fér
mig var det ingen frdgan om saken
aff det var den tvé&-dimensionella de-
signen jag ville syssla med. Utblick &r
fér mig en ofroligt relevant fidskrift och
fér mig som blivande designer bade
roligt och ett ypperligt fillfalle att f& ar
beta fram illustrationer.

MATILDA EMRICSON

Efter aft last flera ar pa férberedande
utbildningar, b&de i Sverige och utom-
lands, hamnade jog pa Hégskolan fér
design och konsthantverk, HDK, hér i
Géteborg. Min huvudinrikining ér mot
rumsgestalining och arkitektur, men jog
har alltid haft teckningen véldigt néra.
Dérfer ség jag det som en spdnnande
utmaning, som jag inte kunde motstd,
nér erbjudandet kom om aft f& llustrera
texter har i Utblick. Det &r nu tredje
géngen jag medverkar.



MAROCKO

ARABISK VAR TVA

S4 beskriver Niccold Machiavelli for-
utsattningen for reformer i boken
Fursten. Beskrivningen kan jamféras
med det satt man liknat den tunisiske
mannen Muhammad Bouazizis pro-
testhanding vid en tindande gnista
fér den arabiska varen. En gnista som
kom att sitta iging den vag av protes-
ter som flyttade sig fran land till land
i Mellanostern och Nordafrika under
varen 2011.

Men upproren kom inte att upp-
héra nar var overgick till sommar.

Istdllet fortsatte folkets protester och

framgangar har varvats med bakslag.
Samtidigt observerar omvirlden lin-
dernas utveckling, dar vissa aktorer
stallt sig pa oppositionens sida, medan
andra bidrar till fortsatt fortryck.

Ett antal arstidsskiftningar senare
kan vi nu se tillbaka pa det handelse-
forlopp som mynnat ut i den arabiska
varens andra ar. Konstateras kan att
ménga 6nskemal om reformer lig-
ger for framtiden att forverkliga.
Dessutom har langt ifran all utveck-
ling har varit vilkomnad. En sak ér
dock siker; en forandring har varlden

onekligen fatt bevittna.

Text Jenni S Lindberg
Grafik Martin Gunséus

Muhammad Bouazizi dor av de skador han fick nar han
satte eld pa sig sjalv den 17 december 2010 da
tunisiska myndigheter konfiskerat hans varor.

Fran flera hll i Nordafrika, bland annat Algeriet och
Syrien, kommer rapporter om manniskor som satt eld

pa sig sjalva i protest mot politiskt fortryck.

Protesterna sprider sig till Jemen dir demonstranter

kraver Ali Abdullah Salehs avgang.

I Egypten avgar Mubarak.

Makten 6verlamnas till armén.

Protester mot kungavildet inleds pa
Parltorget i Bahrain.

I Marocko demonstrerar 37 000 marockaner for demo-
kratiska reformer, enligt officiella uppgifter. Oppositio-
nen hivdar att siffran var 6ver 300 000. Marockos Kung

Mohammed meddelar att han inte kommer ge vika.

Frankrikes utrikesminister Michele Alliot Marie avgar
efter hard kritik mot sina nira kontakter med stortade

regimen Ben Ali i Tunisien.

Meaelhavet

VAIS VLISYN Yyd ONINLLYSL¥04

Tunisiens president Ben Ali lamnar landet.
Forsta gangen i arabvirldens moderna historia ett up-
pror tvingat bort en president.

“Vredens dag”i Egypten. "Var protest den 25:e ar bérjan
pa slutet” skriver demokratiaktivister pa sin facebook-
grupp med 6ver 87 000 medlemmar.

Hosni Mubarak meddelar att han inte stéller upp f6r
omval i Egyptens ndsta presidentval.

Efter att Egyptens president avgatt

6kar forhoppningarna pa férandring i Algeriet. De-
monstrationer halls, man jublar 6ver egyptiska folkets
framgangar.

I Libyen inleds upproret, hundratals demonstrerar.
Dédstall rapporteras fran Bahrain efter
polisrad intagit Parltorget.

Algeriets 19 ar gamla undantagstillstind havs med order
fran president Abdelaziz Bouteflika.




SAUDIARABIEN

Parlmonumentet i Bahrain monteras ned medan opposi-
tionella kritiserar omvarldens franvaro.

Bombningar mot Khadaffis styrkor inleds
av Frankrike och Storbritannien.

I Marocko halls folkomréstning om konstitutionella
reformer som tvingats fram av varens protester.
99% av de rostande sager ja till reformerna.

I Libyen stormas Khadaffis faste i
Tripoli av rebellerna vilka tar kontroll 6ver stora delar av
huvudstaden

I Bahrain doms 20 likare till mellan fem och 15 &rs
fangelse for att ha vardat demonstranter.

I Bahrain doms 36 Shiamuslimer till upp till 25 ars fan-
gelse for protester mot regimen.

Tunisien haller sitt forsta fria val pa rtionden, valdelta-
gandet beréknas till omkring 70 %.

BAHRAIN

QATAR

. navet
Ak
(S

SR rapporterar om den stora vapenexport dkade span-
ningar i Mellanéstern och Nordafrika givit upphov till.

Saudiarabiska trupper gar in i Bahrain.

I Tunisien inleds rattegang mot franvarande Ben Ali som
bland annat misstanks for korruption och mord. Ben
Ali befinner sig i Saudiarabien. Han doms till 35 ars
fangelse.

I Libyen erkinns Rebellrddet som
landets legitima ledning,

Syriens president Bashar al-Assad siger till FN
att militarens operationer mot demonstranter

har upphért.

Efter tre manaders medicinsk behandling i
Saudiarabien dtervinder Jemens president

Ali Abdullah Saleh till landet.

Jemens sjukhus svimmar 6ver pa grund av de
senaste dagarnas oroligheter.

I Libyen dodas Khadaffi nér rebellerna intar Sirte.

Det amerikanska foretaget BlueCoat avslojas ha salt
6vervakningsutrustning som anvants i Syrien.

Aven svenska Ericsson har anklagats for att silja dverbe-
vakningsutrustning till Syrien.

I Egyptens huvudstad Kairo skadas och d6das
demonstranter i sammandrabbningar med

militiren. Demonstranterna kallas av nyutnamnde pre-
miarministern for kontrarevolutionarer.

Overgingsregeringen i Libyen meddelar att
man tinkt bérja registrera rebeller som var med
om att storta Khadaffi.

I Tunisien firar demonstranter arsdagen av Ben Alis flykt
fran landet. Media rapporterar om tunisiers missnje.
Ekonomiska problem hotar landet, manga oroar sig fr
islamisternas starka grepp om landet och fa upplever att
de fatt det battre.

Kina och Ryssland lagger in veto och blockerar FN:s
sikerhetsrads resolutionsforslag som kraver Syriens
president Bashar al-Assads avgang,

I Syrien d6das 6ver 200 manniskor av regeringsstyrkor.
Dygnet beskrivs som det blodigaste sedan upproret i
landet startade.

I Syrien d6das korrespondenterna
Marie Colvin och Remi Ochlik.

Sveriges kritiserade export av vapenmaterial
till diktaturer 6kar i vantan pa skirpning
av vapenexportlagen.

Ekot avslojar att Totalférsvarets forskningsinstitut, FOI,
i hemlighet hjalper Saudiarabien att bygga upp inhemsk

vapenindustri.

I Zimbabwe befinns sex personer skyldiga till brott for
att ha foreldst om arabiska varens folkliga uppror i Egyp-
ten, riskerar upp till 10 ars fingelse.

Syrien lovar FN-sindebudet Kofi Annan att
upphora med valdet senaste tionde april. 18
maénniskor rapporterats ha dédats och manga
skadats i landet under dygnet.
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Efter 33 ar lamnar president Ali Abdullah Saleh ifran sig
makten i Jemen.

I Bahrain fortsitter valdet mot regimkritiker.
Minniskor som demonstrerat genom att bara sitta utan-
fér sina hus skadas av polisens 6vervald.

Sverige fortsitter med vapenexport till diktaturer som
Saudiarabien och Bahrain trots att en

riksdagsmajoritet i maj 2011 kravde att reglerna skulle
skarpas. Regeringen har efter mer an ett halvar dnnu inte
satt igang att utreda lagstiftningen och kritiseras nu for
att forhala fragan.

I Egyptens parlamentetsval segrar Muslimska brodraska-
pets stort.

Parlamentet i Jemen beslutar om dtalsimmunitet f6r

president Ali Abdullah Saleh.

I Egypten ar det ett ar sedan Mubarak stortades. Akti-
vister protesterar mot landets styrande militarrad. Som
svar forstarker militarradet den militira narvaron over
hela landet.

Presidentval i Jemen markerar slutet av Ali Abdullah
Salehs 33 @r vid makten. Den enda kandidaten i valet,
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Al-Hadi, tar nu 6ver.

I Syrien inleds folkomréstning om ny grundlag som
enligt Bashar al-Assad ska avsluta Bath-partiets envildiga
styre. Kritiker kallar omréstningen for ett skimt.

I Bahrain dger den storsta protesten hittills rum. Tiotu-
sentals manniskor kraver
demokratiska reformer.

I staden Sabha i s6dra Libyen rapporteras mer dn 70 mist
livet i senaste dygnens hirda strider mellan lokal milis
och vipnade medlemmar av folkgruppen tubu.



ELECTIONS AT LAST: HOPE, NOT CHANGE

is election year. During this year, the Uni-
ted States, Russia, France, Egypt, Iran and
Mexico — amongst many other countries —
will elect their political leaderships. In theo-
ry, one could hope for substantial peaceful
changes for the better in several countries
with consequent major impact on world po-
litics. Yet, in reality, such a development is
hardly probable.

In Russia, Vladimir Putin has already pro-
ven that authoritarian stability is what he has
in mind. Even though Russia recently witnes-
sed ifs first mass protests in over a decade,
induced by rampant corruption and shame-
less falsifications of the parliamentary elec-
fions in favour of the ruling party, Putin sho-
wed in the recent presidential election that
he remains firmly in control. At most, one can
say that 2012 is the year when Putin’s lead-
ership was first challenged by middleclass
masses, but any radical changes are not to
be anficipated in the foreseeable future.

Iran has held the major part of its 2012
legislative elections. Since the reformist op-
position - whose leaders have been under
house arrest for a year - chose fo boycott
the election, the campaign has been seen
as a contest between pro-Ahmadinejad con-
servatives and proKhamenei conservatives.
In an election between the current President
and the current Supreme leader, the high
voterturnout amid all the talk of war might
have been the most significant result. As for
the competition between the two current
leaders, Khamenei won a major victory.
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Since he already had the supreme power,
and would have kept it even if the outcome
had been the opposite, this does not chan-
ge much in the Iranian power structure, nor
should it affect the country’s policies in any
substantiol way.

With five elections in 2012, Egypt is
the country with most nafional election this
year. There is an urgent need to fill the post-
Mubarak power vacuum, and the current
series of elections started already in 201 1.
As of today, the only two elections still to
be held are the presidential ones in May
and June. Generally considered the win-
ner so far in the parliamentary and legis-
lative elections is the wellorganised and
formerly oppressed movement, the Muslim
Brotherhood. Which changes will this lead
fo in Egypte In terms of policies, probably
nothing substantial this year. The Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces is still in charge
and will certainly maintain enough influence
even after the official transfer of power in
June to avoid any sudden changes, such as
a breach of Egypt's peace treaty with Israel,
which would terminate the massive US mili-
tary aid o Egypt. Instead of expecting any
major shift in the overall policies, one can
argue that the most important and palpable
change has been to organise free elections
at all. From this new political reality, gra-
dual changes in many areas will certainly



emerge. Visible effects from such develop-
ments are, however, probably not going to
be seen as early as this year.

In France, this year's elections could ac-
tually lead o some kind of political change.
The main opponent to the current President
Nicolas Sarkozy, Socialist Party candidate
Francois Hollande, has set forth a very con-
crete programme of 60 things he would do
as President. Most of these suggest traditio-
nal leftwing domestic reforms, such as to
resfore the age of refirement that Sarkozy
raised, fo increase some faxes on high ear
ners and fo create more jobs. On foreign po-
licy, Hollande promises to immediately pull
back all froops from Afghanistan. As | write,
Sarkozy passes Hollande for the first fime in
the polls of the first round, where candidates
of all parties present themselves. Hollande
is sfill in the lead between the two, but the
gap is closing in. No doubt, Sarkozy has
goined popularity from the mass killings by
Mohammed Merah in Toulouse only one
month before the elections. Well aware of
this sudden opportunity, Sarkozy has tried
his best to focus the debate on which new
laws that have to be implemented to san-
ction people whose actions resemble those
of Merah, such as travelling abroad to be
indoctrinated or visiting jihadist websites. It
is not yet clear whether this strategy will give
him enough votes to beat Hollande. If not,
France may face change after all.

In Mexico, the election of a new leader
ship is mandated by the constitution, as cur

rent President Felipe Calderén is ineligible
for reelection. According to the polls, his
political opponent Enrique Pefia Niefo from
the Party of Instituionalised Revolution is cur-
rently in the lead. Avoiding fo take a clear
stance, Pefia Nieto's proposals are blurry
on how fo deal with the most pressing is-
sue: the sharply increased rates of violence
related fo the narcotics business and the
government's military response fo it. The cur-
rent strategy has not proven effective, but
has profoundly changed the conditions on
which illegitimate organisations work. For
ced fo step up their use of violence to coun-
ter the government's military strength, more
weapons are in circulation, more poor pe-
ople are recruited as criminal soldiers, and
more civilians have been affected directly.
At the same time, corruption has increased
from an already high level. Where poli-
ficians were bribed before, they are now
supported economically already  during
their election campaigns. Whether he is
aware of it or not, there is little doubt that
Pefia Niefo's own team has been infilirated
by the mafia, who does not wish fo affain
any fundamental changes. Consequently, it
seems - sadly enough - as though the execu-
tive power is too weakened by corruption to
impose any changes that would jeopardise
the profits of the organised crime syndicates.

We are all familiar with the slogan that
brought Barak Obama to the presidency
in the USA. In his efforts to find @ common
denominafor with the Republicans to get
his proposals of change through the hostile

Congress, the latter have radicalised and
made a strategy out of obstructing even
technical, apolitical matters for the sake of
rendering the Obama presidency dysfun-
ctional. This strategy is highlighted even
more this year when upcoming elections
make it increasingly important for the Repu-
blicans to prove that Obama is unable to
lead the country. To expect any substantial
political reforms in the US would be naive,
considering how Washington works. In light
of the rather weak Republican field of can-
didates, it seems probable that Obama will
be reelected. Whether the Republican pun-
dits are right in that this means that Obama
will be able to implement what they say is
his real agenda of converting the USA to a
socialist welfare state remains fo be seen
in 2013.

All in all, elections around the world this
year seem more prone to induce political
stalemate and maintain status quo than fo
bring forth political change. In Egypt, the
new conditions that have allowed free elec-
tions will probably lead to profound gro-
dual changes that might be visible in some
years' perspecfive, whereas in France there
is still chance for some kind of political shift
this year, although the current trends in the
opinion lean towards favouring more of the
same. This leads us to the quite obvious con-
clusion that elections by themselves are not
motors for change, but rather, in the best
case, a means for the electorate to renew
its leadership in accordance with the under-
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lying changes in the society. The reduction
of people’s political action to a vote every
so-and-so many years is consequently under
mining the dynamics of democracy. Hence,
it it is change we want, we shouldn't save
our hopes waiting for the next elections, but
act here and now.

Text Jonas Eriksson
[llustration Mikael Oskarsson
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As most of you may @)
already know, the 30 minutes <
long film for the campaign 'KONY T
2012" has spread like a wildfire, causing
both applause and much critique for its un-
derlying purpose. Is the film just another propa-
ganda campaign for a few in the West to make
money or is it in fact @ new movement towards a
better world, as the filmmakers claim? In either
case, the campaign has started an engage-
ment of young people from all over the
world and shows that collective po-
wer really can have effect.

QO

FOR THOSE WHO have successfully avoided this
viral propaganda video, | can briefly tell you that
it is a product of the American non-governmental
organization Invisible Children who has made it
their raison d'étre to ‘make Kony famous’ and, con-
sequently, stop him. Joseph Kony, who many had
never heard of prior to this campaign, is the leader
of the Ugandan militant rebel group Lord’s Resis-
tance Army (LRA). Kony is notorious for kidnapping
children in northern Uganda to extend his army,
who he then forces to kill their own relatives, and
for abducting girls as sex slaves for his officers. The
LRA was formed in the Acholi region of northern
Uganda, and aims to create a Christian theocracy
in opposition fo the Ugandan government. Kony
has been wanted by the International Criminal
Court since 2005 - rumor has it that the warlord
roams in the Congolese forest. The film urges the

14

infernational society to send soldiers to Uganda in
order to supply the Ugandan army with the techno-
logy and resources needed to capture Kony. The
film also encourages people to support the cam-
paign financially.

Following the initial wild celebration, the Kony
campaign has been strongly criticized from many
holds. Some argue that the campaign is purely Wes-
tern spin that aims to turn the tragedy of African
conflict into a money-machine, while others support
the campaign’s strengthening of public support and
mass awareness of a somewhat forgotten conflict.
Frankly, | personally fell for the (blind) patriotism
when | encountered the film vibrating on Facebook.
That is the beauty of social media - people jump
onboard the train to feel part of the game.

The film has been criticized for wrongly infor-
ming on and simplifying the conflict, giving the im-

pression that there is an ongoing war in Uganda
while in reality this is a decades-old topic and the
LRA left the country in 2006. Concern has also
been raised that the three founders of Invisible
Children use most of the campaign’s financial aid
for private matters.

In October 2011, the US announced that they
would send troops to capture Joseph Kony, thereby
showing their support for the Ugandan governme-
nt. Obama states that even though the US forces
are armed, they will only be providing information,
advice and assistance to the Ugandan army. In ad-
dition, the African Union recently announced that
they will send 5000 soldiers to Uganda with the
sole purpose of arresting Kony.

The heated debate suggests however that mi-
litary intervention in Uganda may serve Western
interest in the recently discovered Ugandan oil.
One could argue, in addition, that choosing one
part in a national conflict is not without controversy;
not least when that part is represented by
the Ugandan government, who not
exactly goes hand-in-hand with
democratic values itself and .
whose army has been fa-
miliar with using child
soldiers, as well.

How far can inferna-
tional forces go to stop
one man? Moreover, do
Ugandan citizens have
anything fo say in this?
When the video premie-
red in Uganda, which
happened some time aof

-
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ter it first hit the American social web, thousands
of Ugandan spectators were outraged and further
public viewings were cancelled in northern Uganda.
Despite all the critique, | refuse to believe that a
campaign which awakens so much interest and de-
dication serves no purpose. Part of the ‘Facebook
generation’, if you will, the film is a worldwide
proof that Internet is the way to educate and make
people react. Even if the whole organization turns
out to be a scam, it has still engaged governments
and people on a global scale and showed that
political influence is possible. “Cover the Night”
events have been created by activists around the
world in support of the campaign’s purpose. What
most people perhaps overlook in this affair is that
Invisible Children has been working in Uganda
since 2005 with various projects to improve edu-
cation and livelihood. In addition, the organization
has engaged programs of civilian protection and
rehabilitation of former LRA abductees, which has
fueled jobs and economic growth in the post-
conflict country.
Have we reached the stage
o where the most democratic way
to raise awareness is through
social media, and where
people from around the
world can participate
and be heard? Collective
power can have the right
effect — if it has the right
agenda, which depends
on who cares, and who ac-
tually acts on it.

Text Jessica Hansson
lllustration Matilda Emricson




Centralisering och likriktning under stérre enheter dr

Konstnarlig olydnad

mot universitetsmakten
utanihela EU. Sammanslagningar planeras for flera av Samtal med

konststuderande

en tendens i uthildningspolitiken, inte bara i Sverige

Ellinor Lager

Géteborgs universitets institutioner och dr ett uttryck
for Bolognaprocessens idéer om att underordna utbild-
ningen ekonomiska intressen. Ironiskt nog dr sjdlvstdn-
digheten, pluralismen och friheten grundldggande fér
den kreativitet som féretagen och samhdllsekonomin
foder pa. Under den pagaende omstruktureringen av
konstndrliga fakulteten i Géteborg skall konsthégsko-
lan Valand, grundad 1865, slas samman med Filmhég-
skolan, Hégskolan fér fotografi och Litterdr gestaltning
till en institution som nu gar under arbetsnamnet Insti-
tution Z. Manga Valandstudenter ar kritiska till detta
och rads utbildningens sjalvstandighet.
Konststudenten Ellinor Lager tillverkade som ett
konstverk en variant av det klassiska brddspelet Risk,
ddr spelplanen utgjordes av de olika institutionerna.
Pa vernissagen av Valandstudentens utstdllning spe-
lade Ellinor Lager med de berérda prefekterna och
konstndrliga fakultetens dekanus. Spelet var tankt som
ett socialt experiment for att visa pa maktstrukturer i
universitetshierarkierna och ett sdtt att fa kommentera

sammanslagningen.

Spelade deltagarna utifrén att det var en
aktuell fraga eller bara som vilket brad-
spel som helst?

— B&de och. Ingen av prefekterna kriga-
de rikligt mot dekan Anna Lindal eller mot
Institution Z trofs aft de, som jag forstatt det,
har varit kritiska mot sammanslagningen.
Jag hade hoppoats att prefekierna skulle gé&
i maskopi med varandra mot ledningen.
Jag gjorde en podng av att representera en
egen oberoende konstkar eftersom kérordfe-
randen Jon Rundl&f infe svarat pd inbjudan.
Anna Lindal motsatte sig att det skulle g aff
starta en ny.

Jag upplevde det som aft vissa av prefek-
terna inte kande till att studenterna var kri-
tiska fill sammanslagningen och jag fick sagt
fill alla aft de borde lyssna pé studenterna.
S& ett antal infressanta makiménster blotta-
des och négra vikiiga fragor kom fill ytan.

— Av kéren har vi blivit helt dverkérda. De
svarar infe p& mejl och fuskar med omrést-
ningar. Jag kénner mig inte representerad av
konstkéren éverhuvudiaget.
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Vad dr det for fusk?

— Inom konstk&ren hade vi en omrésiing
om hur k&ren skulle stélla sig fill Insfitution Z.
| den omréstningen fick Hagskolan fér scen
och musik och Hégskolan fér design och
konsthantverk résta om var utbildning, frofs
aft de inte berérs. Som om jag skulle légga
mig i utbildningen i medicin. Hégskolan fér
fotografi och Filmhégskolan, som déremot
ar berérda, var inte dér.

Eftersom Anna lindal sagt aft samman-
slagningen inte &r nédgon demokratisk pro-
cess dferstér bara aff sétta hart mot hart. Jag
héller p& med ett fanzine och vi har haft
méten med stor uppslutning om hur vi skall
gé fillvéga. Vi far ockupera om det krévs.

Overlag kanns det som att ungdomar av
idag méste bli mer kollekfiva och séga ifréin
ndr arbetslésheten och den psykiska ohél-
san &r s& stor. Det &r en hicrtefréga fér mig
och jag hoppas att om vi kan géra ndgot
bland konsthégskolorna s& kan det inspirera
andra att séga ifrén. Vi har en kulturfientlig
regering, universitefet skar i resurserna fér
den fria konsten och profilerar utbildningen
i research center och konstnérlig forskning.
Det &r en néringslivsanpassning som egent-




ligen slér fel och &r eft uttryck for ett min-
dervardeskomplex i konsten. Man séger sig
ta ansvar fér framtidens konsindrer utan aft
lyssna p& studenterna.

P& elevutstaliningarna méarker man att det
ar mycket variation pa vilka metoder man
anvander i konsten. Kan ni inte dra nytta
av sammanslagningen och de olika kun-
skaper och resurser som finns hos andra
institutioner d&?@

— Om den fria konsten kréver inputs frén
fill exempel Filmhégskolan s& gér det aff
samarbeta och dra nytta av varandra éndé.
Jag tycker att man mdste ha mycket mer in-
flytande fré&n studenterna nér man gér sahér
stora omstruktureringar.

Oavsett vad man tycker om férénd-
ringen av universitetet blir det tyd-
ligt att den kommer uppifrdn och
ar arrogant infér de mdnniskor den
beror, ifall den stéter pd patrull i nd-
gon form. D4 en férsiktig védjan att
& géra sin rést hérd nekas, blir det
snart nédvdndigt att férstd sin egen
situation i en stérre kontext och mot
det rddande stdlla ett alternativ
buret av uppror och motstdnd. Vad
som till synes dr en kamp for att be-
vara det gamla mot férdandringen
dar i sjdlva verket en férdandring. En-
tusiasmen och organiseringen som
motstdndet krdver blir per definition
en demokratisk kraft. S& mdste de
som makten trott sig kunna ignorera
respekteras. Det dr samma princip
fér den arabiska vdaren som for Go-
teborgsstudenterna. Kulturen dr en
forutsdtining for demokratin och
vice versa. [ slutdndan dr dessa en
férutsdttning dven fér ndringslivet.

Text Otto Widmark
llustration Anna-Lotta Ahlmén

"Vad som till synes éren kamp fér att
bevara det gamla mot férdndringen
darisjdlva verket en férédndring.”




Halv Revolution?
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‘Arabiska varen’ for kvinnor i Eqypten

VAR 201 1. Bilderna spred sig éver vérlden pé mén-
niskor, mén och kvinnor, som sida vid sida intog
Tahrirtorget i Egypten for att kréva demokrati, rét
tigheter och ett slut p& den diktatur de levt under
s& lange. Den 26-&riga bloggaren och aktivisten
Asmaa Mahfouz spred sitt budskap pé& YouTube
och Facebook dér hon uppmanade kvinnor att pro-
testera och man att respektera dem genom att inte
misshandla, antasta eller stoppa dem. Genom att
kalla till protester den 25 januari 2011 tande hon
en gnista som sedan fick hela Egypten att brinna.
| mé&nga avseenden leddes demonstrationerna i
Arab-vérlden av kvinnor. De twittrade, bloggade
och anvénde Facebook, tog hand om s&rade och
var sjdlva i fronten fér olika kampanier. Det finns
flera exempel pé& framstdende och modiga egyptis-
ka kvinnor som végade sig ut béde pé& gatorna och
online i hopp om att avsatta Mubarak och samtidigt
aven vinna framgéng fér kvinnors rétt och lika vér-
de. Dessa kvinnor far inte glémmas, eft &r senare.
Idag, ett &r efter upproret, kan vi fréga: Har deras
situation férandrats? Med anledning av den Interna-
tionella Kvinnodagen den 8e mars kanns det an mer
relevant att &terknyta till kvinnornas roll i revolutio-
nen. | Egypten genomférdes p& denna dag nya de-
monstrationer av ett par hundra héngivna kvinnor,
men svaret blev arga tillrop med budskap om att de
skulle atervénda hem och att deras krav var emot
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islam. Flera blev brutalt antastade och utsatta fér s&
kallade “oskuldstester” av militér och vakter.

Att avskaffa en patriark betyder inte nédvén-
digtvis ett avskaffande av en djupt rotad patriarkal
kultur, vilket vécker frégan om kvinnornas initiativ
har varit férgaves.

Inte minst har det visat sig svért for kvinnorna
att havda sig politiskt i det “nya Egypten”. Kvinnor
representerar ungefdr 25 procent av arbetsmark-
naden och 50 procent av universitetsstudenter; trots
detta tar de praktiskt taget inte del alls i aktivt be-
slutsfattande. Flera exempel @r framstéende. Bland
de hundra personer som utseddes for att skriva om
konstitutionen infér parlamentsvalet i héstas ater-
finns inga kvinnor. Och i valet, som hdlls mellan
november 2011 och januari 2012, var kvinnorna
de stora férlorarna. Endast 9 av 508 platser i The
People’s Assembly, mindre én 2 procent, gick till
kvinnor. Generellt i varlden ligger den kvinnliga
politiska representationen pé ungefdr 19 procent,
i Arab-varlden p& generellt ungefér 13 procent; i
Egypten ligger den pé& nést intill obefintlig. Efter den
Arabiska V&ren har den dessutom minskat kraftigt.

Det har setts som ett kontroversiellt beslut att ta
bort den kvot som inférdes under Mubarak 2010,
vilket garanterade platser till 64 kvinnliga parla-
mentariker. Dock har denna kvot ansetts varit eft
redskap fér att sdtta regimtrogna p& platser med
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relativt lite inflytande. Man har nu istéllet satt i bruk
eft kvoteringssystem dar alla partier ar ansvariga
for att ha minst en kvinnlig representant p& partilis-
torna. Det &r dock inte specificerat var dessa ska
placeras, vilket ofta leder Hill
att kvinnornas namn é&terfinns

att bli invalda. Ultrakonserva-

tiva Hizb al Nour (Ljusets parti) ersatte till och med
de kvinnliga kandidaternas bilder pé valsedlarna
med blommor, partisymboler eller en bild p& kvin-
nans man.

Det &r inte underligt att ménga &r oroliga fér att de
fdrvéintningar som byggts upp under véren och som-
maren 2011 har kallnat under en okérvanlig vinter.
Man fér forstas inte glomma att valet i Egypten ses
av ménga som en stor framgéng och att resultatet
ses representera folkets vilja. Detta trots avsaknaden
p& kvinnor i maktpositioner. En av de folkvalda kvin-
norna menade att en kvinnlig fri och demokratisk
kandidat &r béttre an 60 kvinnor utan makt som satts
pd sin plats av en korrupt diktator. Men en demokrati
utan kvinnlig representation &r bara en halv demo-
krati. Kvinnors méanskliga réttigheter, som individer,
och inte enbart som kvinnor, méste kunna f& utlopp
ven i den politiska sféren. Vad har annars blivit av
en revolution som inte ger lika mdjligheter Gven for
kvinnor att f& igenom férdandring?

Sharialagstiftning behdver inte nédvandigtvis
innehalla diskriminering gentemot kvinnor, men det
finns en oro att konservativa och fundamentalistiska
intressen kommer att motverka allt vad jamlikhet he-
ter. Oron finns att rétten att jobba, réra sig fritt eller
mojligheten att f& full rétt till vardnad av sina barn
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kommer att minska. Eller att en mdjlig expansion
av Welaya, mans fsrmyndarskap och ansvar éver
kvinnor, kommer att féra situationen fér kvinnor i
Egypten tillbaka flera hundra ér istéllet for att vara

progressiv. Det senaste dret

"En demokrati utan kvinnlig repre- har fortfarande presenterat et
léngst ner med liten chans till  sentation dr bara en halv demokrati”

historiskt och lysande tillfalle
att féra oréttvisor och fortryck
ut i rampljuset &ven om kvinnorna &nnu inte fétt
skérda frukten av sitt arbete. Dock finns hoppet.

Attigriga Nawal El Saddawi, en av Egyptens
sedan lénge ledande feminister, kénde av en for-
andringens vag pé Tahrirtorget som hon menar ta-
lar fér att en mer permanent férdndring ér méjlig.
"Det svara”, har hon medgett, “blir nu att hélla fast
vid denna férandring”. An sa lénge har resultaten
varit knapphéndiga. Dock finns det kanske nu inte
ndgon annan vdg aft ta dn den mot férdndring;
kvinnorna vill och ménga kvinnor vet att de for-
tignar manskliga och lika rattigheter. De fér inte
tappa varken sin rést eller sin vilja och de maste fé&
majlighet att héras och agera; socialt, ekonomiskt
och politiskt.

En férandring skulle kunna sétta exempel for lik-
nande kampanijer runt om i vérlden, om den lyckas.
En plats fér kvinnor som representanter inom och
utanfdr sina hemldnder borde vara mer sjalvklar,
men situationen har dnnu inte nétt sin var eller sin
revolution. De fér inte glémmas i retorik om demo-
krati och revolution, varken i regionen eller i resten
av vérlden. Man fér speciellt inte glémma att nér
det gdller kvinnornas sociala, ekonomiska och po-
litiska situation finns det fortfarande mycket revolu-
tionerande att dstadkomma.

Text Frida Géteskog
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Saving the Yasuni:
An oily affair

The Ecuadorian national park

Yasuni is located in one of the most bio-
logically diverse areas in the world. It is
also home to several indigenous peoples
such as the Taromanane and the Tagaeri who

to a large extent still have very little contact
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with the outside world. In 1989, the
park was declared a Biosphere Reserve

by UNESCO and is therefore included in
the “Man and the Biosphere” program de-
signed to promote sustainable development

through involvement of the local community.
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However, under this culturallyand  of environmental turmoil. Leaving the oil in the ground
ecologically rich place hides yet wouldkeep 410 million tons of carbon dioxide from fueling
another source of wealth - namely,  global warming The exploitation would also mean serious
the Ishpingo -Tambococha-Tiputini  interference with an ecosystem that is not only beneficial
(ITT) oilfields containing approxima-  to Ecuador but to the whole world. For the environme-
tely 900 million barrels of crude oil  ntally aware, the choice seems easy and it is tempting
which is estimated to give $7.2 billion  even for a layman to see this as a first step towards
in revenues if extracted. Interest among  a new and improved way of handling these types of
the world’s major oil companies has been  transnational issues. After all, the world has quite a
massive, to say the least. Of course, con-  lot of oil and other alternative energy sources but it
cerns have also been loudly expressed by tho-  only has one Yasuni.
se who oppose future exploitation of the oil. But sadly, all is not glittering gold. The initiative
Furthermore, the Ecuadorian governme-  faced problems from its onset. Vague political and
nt, under the leadership of President Rafael financial guarantees from the international
Correa, has promoted the Yasuni-ITT community, Ecuador’s political disar-

Initiative since 2007. The initiative ray with seven presidents and two

After all, the world has

) ) constitutions within a ten year
quite a lot of oil and other

is an attempt to leave the ITT oil-

fields untapped in exchange for a period, and the global financial

alternative energy sources
reimbursement for lost revenue byt it only has one Yasuni.  crisis in 2008 all contributed to
from the international community. the initiative’s shortcomings. As
Essentially, this means that the Ecua- aresult, donor confidence suffered
dorian government has asked the global and the proposals’ credibility declined
community to pay oil companies billions of dollars to  both locally and globally. Nevertheless,
not drill in the park.The precise figure proposedis $3.5  Ecuador’s civil society organizations,
billion which according to the scheme is to be paid at the  including many indigenous peoples,
rate of $350 million a year for a period of ten years. The  kept the proposal alive by pressuring
amount is the equivalent of about 50% of the estimated for the government’s commitment.
profits the country would receive if it were to exploit the Finally, in 2010, the Yasuni-ITT
reserves. Media attention on this issue has been significant, Trust Fund, sponsored by the
causing a number of high profile celebrities such as Leonardo ~ United Nations Development
DiCaprio and Edward Norton to join the campaign in support ~ Programme (UNDP), was set
of the Yasuni-ITT Initiative. Even former US Vice-President Al up to raise enough money to
Gore has shown his support for the Ecuadorian government’s  halt drilling for the time being.
grand plan. Several European countries

For sure, this presents a very intriguing idea, not leastina time ~ such as Germany, France
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and Sweden promised to donate money to the  the opposition newspaper El Universo, a suit
fund. The establishment of the fund is seenasa  that Amnesty International said gave “a chilling
huge victory not only from an environmental  effect on freedom of expression in the coun-
point of view but also for various indigenous  try”. The rest of the funding, about $25 mil-
peoples’ minority rights. lion, is comprised of smaller donations such as
Earlier this year, the Ecuadorian govern-  $100,000 from Turkey and $500,000 from Aus-
ment proudly announced that $116 million  tralia. The aloof demeanor of international com-
have been raised to date. Obviously, this  munity is not the only worrying sign that the high
is a far cry from the $3.5 billion that the  expectations connected to preserving Yasuni may
Yasuni-ITT Initiative initially asked for or ~ not be met. The Yasuni National Park may be safe
the $7.2 billion that the eventual drilling  from oil drilling but at the same time other delicate
would generate. areas of the Ecuadorian Amazon have been opened
If you look at the source of the mo-  for oil exploration by the Ecuadorian government,
ney raised, it is even less impressive. $51  which may have similar negative effects if oil is to be
million were donated by Italy under the  found and extracted.
direction of Silvio Berlusconi, but this The picture seems bleak, indeed. And since the
“gift” was deducted from the money  economic crisis and its global effects is still unfolding
that Ecuador already owes Italy. An- itis likely that the much needed funding will continue
other $40 million came from President  to default. What could have been a historic deal for the
Correa himself, who donated the legal  environment seems now more of a slippery affair, drip-

damages he extracted in a suit against ~ ping between the hands of global leaders.

Text Isabelle Persson
lllustration Matilda Séderling
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In November 2011, a jury of international lawyers and
Human Rights activists met in South-Africa to conduct
the Russell Tribunal on Israel’s oppression of Palesti-
nians. The jury found that the Israeli regime enforces
apartheid as defined by international law - yet this
decision has gone somewhat unheard in international
media. In February 2012, the BDS (Boycott, Divestment,
Sanctions) movement in Gothenburg hosted the Israeli
Apartheid Week to call attention to the Palestinian cau-
se. As part of this, Michael Mansfield, Salim Vally and
Abir Kopty from the Russell Tribunal visited Gothen-
burg to re-enact the tribunal, and Utblick met with them.

Jury-member of the Russell Tribunal, Michael Mans-
field, is a renowned British lawyer, not least for his de-
fense of the victims of ‘Bloody Sunday’. He co-hosted
the lecture with Salim Vally, a South-African professor
at University of Johannesburg and anti-apartheid ac-
tivist, and Abir Kopty, a Palestinian feminist residing
at the West-Bank and active in various pro-democracy,
anti-apartheid movements. All three support an inter-

national boycott of Israel.
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Talk with
Salim Valley

Michael Mansfield
Abir Kopty

Palestinian Spring at its heels?

Why are you supporting the Palestinian cause?

— Michael: One does not have fo spend more than
an hour in the Israeli-Palestinian territory to recognize the
immense horror of daily resistance and apartheid expe-
rienced by Palesfinians at the hands of Israel. What we
witness today is a slow genocide of Palesfinians.

— Salim: The BDS movement
against Israel is a living memory

shares the values of equality, freedom, dignity should
care for this cause.

What are the goals of an international boycotte

— Abir: The boycott is a peaceful movement that
demands full rights and equality for Palestinians along-
side Israelis, and implementation of

"What we witness the right of return of all Palestinian re-

of the infernational boycott against  today is a slow geno-  fygees fo their homes and villages.
South-African apartheid, which | I cide of Palestinians.” — Salim: The BDS (Boycott, Di-

ved through. - Michael Mansfield

— Abir: As a Palestinian, this is

as much personal as political to me. Moreover, as a
Palestinian with Israeli citizenship, a group | consider
the forgotten part of this conflict, | want fo stress how
racism and discrimination against Palesfinians has
been institutionalized within Israel, where Palestinians
are stripped of all rights, socially and economically
marginalized, and at the same time isolated from the
larger Palestinian struggle.

Why re-enacting the Russell Tribunal?

— Michael: No one pressure works alone. In or-
der to prevent Israeli apartheid, boycott, political san-
ctions and public debate must work
together. The significance of the
Russell Tribunal in particular is that
it provides a juridical framework,
applied fo infernational law, on this
conflict. The tribunal makes it pos-
sible first to identify the issue at hand
and, second, fo advise citizens of what could actually
be done to change this.

— Abir: We want fo stress that this is a universal
cause and a collective responsibility. Everyone who
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vestment, Sanctions, ed.) movement
has various purposes:  strafegic,
economic, and political. Even on a cultural level, the
boycott hurts Israel’s selfbranded image as the ‘de-
mocratic outpost’ of the Middle-East, as it shows that
this is far from the truth. The Arab Spring has already
challenged the notfion that democracy is a specioal
Israeli or Western frait. Israel exists today as a pariah-
state; it does not uphold international law or any UN
resolution yet is never punished for this. The boycott
movement is an atfempt to unify the world and isolate
Israel, and it has already achieved much more than
any peace negofiation, which has become nothing
but a farce - a fraud. No pizza was left for the Pales-
tinians after the Oslo Treaty (The Oslo Accords on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, ed.).

”No pizza was left
for the Palestinians after  Are the boycotts against Israel
the Oslo Treaty”
- Salim Valley South-African apartheid related?

now and against the 1980’

— Salim: There were sfrong links
between the South-African apartheid regime and Is-
rael. Back then, Israel was a close friend of the state
and Palestinians were completely demonized. South-
Africans today feel passionately about the Palestini-
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an cause. Many civil society organizations - church
groups, student unions — show acfive support for Pa-
lestinians. It took more than thirty years from the first
boycott actions in South-Africa until Nelson Mandela
could step info the Presidential office and likewise, the
Palestinian boycott is sfill young and has a long road
fo walk. It is a hard, bottom-up sfruggle, consisting of
a chain of activist movements.

— Abir: Yet with today’s technology of social me-
dia, the BDS movement has a potfential to move much
faster than it did in South-Africa. | see this within Pa-
lestine, where the young generation uses new tools fo
conduct a peaceful resistance.

- Salim: Having grown up
during the South-African apartheid
and experienced the brutal struggle

on my body, | can say that ‘apar breathe and deal with

theid’ is not rheforical flourish in the ~ our own problems.”
case of Israel — it applies. In foct, - Abir Kopty

Israeli apartheid may even be worse
than what we witnessed in South-Africa since lsrael
does not need Palestinians, not even for cheap labor.
Avigdor Lieberman (Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs,
ed.) made this very clear when talking about a pos-
sible ‘transfer’ of Palestfinians.

— Michael: Israel does not care about Palestine. It
never did, look at its constitution from 1948: “A Jewish
land for Jewish people”. There you have it.

The BDS movement has faced some critique. Re-
cently, the American political scientist Norman Fin-
kelstein, who has otherwise supported the Palestini-
an cause, accused the BDS of false legitimization...

— Michael: Norman Finkelstein's comment is pure
nonsense. The boycott is completely legitimate; it does
not intend to destroy Israel, but to bring them to account
of their current actions and make them think secondly.

— Salim: The BDS movement is not a threat fo Israel
and it is not anfi-Semitic in any possible way. Holo-
caust happened, undeniably, buf that cannot excuse
or veil the horrors of foday. Israel plays very much on
the Islamophobia of the West, supporting gay rights
as a sort of “pink-washing”, strategically easing away
the real problem.
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— Abir: Of course Palestine has problems, too.
Our society is not perfect, but we say: Give us first
our freedom so we can breathe and deal with our
own problems.

s peace reachable in the Israeli-Palestinian conflicte

— Michael: The ground is moving for Palestine
now. Palestinians’ right fo self-defermination has been
recognized. Just look at the major vote Palestine gai-
ned when applying for membership in UNESCO last
fall. Israel must wake up — it has already lost the battle.

— Abir: What is needed is both Palestinian resistan-

ce on the ground and international

»Give us first our pressure. Yet so far, diplomacy has
freedom so we can failed. The boycott movement, on

the other hand, takes concrete ac-
fion. | sense some frustration today
among Palesfinians amid the ‘Arab
Spring’, which we cannot take part
in. Palestinians have always been
the ‘ones watched' in this region, inspiring resistance
for others. Because Palestinians are territorially divi-
ded, their struggle loses ground. People get accom-
modated with the occupation as they grow up in if.
We must avoid this normalization of the occupation.

How can we as citizens and students support this
cause?

— Michael: First of all, by not tumning your backs
on public debate. | advise you to bring this issue fo ifs
closest political front, be it at a university forum or the
governmental chair. As citizens, you — we all = have
a responsibility, in fact a legal obligation according
to the International Court of Justice in the Hague, to
stop Israel (as well as any other part) from committing
crimes against humanity.

— Abir: The international diplomatic society does
not want change — it benefits from the current dead-
locked situation. Citizens, not states, need to take ac-
tion now.

Text Anna Reumert
[llustration Mikael Oskarsson
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Intervention fér vem?

Roken fran Assads bomber tdtnar over rebellernas fa-

sten i staden Homs, samtidigt som det pagar blodiga
markstrider ddr dédstalen stiger dag for dag. Andd
vdljer FN och enskilda stater att stdlla sig utanfér en

militdr intervention i Syrien. Varfor?

Till slut var det dven Syriens tur att fa kdnna
den arabiska vérens skarpa vindar. I likhet med
ett flertal andra arablander, som Tunisien och
Libyen, kraver den syriska oppositionen forand-
ring och frihet fran den totalitara statsmakten.
Men med president Bashar al-Assad och Baath-
partiets omfattande maktcentrering ar férand-
ring oerhért svar att uppnd. Representanter
fran oppositionen i Syrien vadjar till FN om en
militar intervention, men fran FNs sida ar det
diplomatiska atgarder som géller i férsta hand.
Externa militira interventioner har tidigare
visat sig vara langt ifran 16sningen. Detta ar sar-
skilt tydligt om man ser till resultatet av atta ars
kostsam krig i Irak, och USAs 10 &r av bensin-
kastning pa den talibanska brasan i Afghanistan,
vilket i bada fall lett till utokade konflikter och
inbordeskrig. Detta ar ocksa en reell risk i Sy-

riens fall, pa grund av landets méanga etniska

UTBLICK NR 2.12

grupperingar. Syrien har aven en av de storsta
militira kapaciteterna i Mellanéstern, vilket
talar for att en militar aktion skulle bli alltfor
kostsam och langdragen.

USA och EU anvander ekonomiska sanktio-
ner genom att frysa Assads och personer i hans
innersta krets tillgingar. Ryssland anvénde sitt
veto i FNs sakerhetsrad gillande en resolution
om Assads avging av geo-ckonomiska orsa-
ker, eftersom det finns alltfor vardefulla han-
delsavtal med Syrien for att bli deras fiende.
For Kina handlar det mer om geo-politik, dar
de inte vill riskera att arabiska varens vindar
skulle na deras egna folk och darigenom én en
gang skaka om de roda fargerna pa Himmelska
fridens torg. Vad giller USA och Natos val att
stalla sig utanfor en militar inblandning handlar
det om risken for vad som kan handa efter att

Assadregimen faller. Assad som ar alawit (en




shia-muslimsk minoritetsgrupp i Syrien) styr
tillsammans med Baathpartiet landet med jarn-
hand utifran nationalistiska och sekulara varde-
ringar, vilket dven har skyddat Syriens kristna
minoritet. Oppositionen ar dominerad av en
sunnimuslimsk majoritet vilket nagra fruktar
kan leda till en islamistisk inriktad politik, som
pa sikt skulle kunna utgora ett storre hot mot
USA och vasterlandska demokratiska ideal.

Vidare i Syrien har Arabférbundet — dar
andra statsdiktaturer sasom Saudiarabien och
Gulflinderna ingar — visat intresse for konflik-
ten, och har dven luftat planer pa att inleda kon-
frontationer med Assads arméer. Man kan und-
ra om detta beror pa att man genom att storta
Assad kan skapa mojligheter till ett stérre is-
lamistiskt maktinflytande i det geo-strategiskt
viktiga landet i Mellanostern.

Konsekvenserna av ett sunnimuslimsk over-

tagande av makten i Syrien kan rent hypotetiskt

liknas vid revolutionenilran 1979, som inleddes
med att folket vidjade och kimpade f6r férand-
ring. Det breda missn6jet riktades mot monar-
ken Mohammad Reza Pahlavi — och handlade
om ekonomiska och politiska orattvisor, som till
slut ledde till hans avgang. Oppositionen trodde
istéllet pa att Ayatolla Khomeini — islamistisk
politisk ledare, som levde i exil i Frankrike vid

tidpunkten for revolutionen — var personen for

ett jamlikare och mer politiskt rattvist Iran. Ef-
ter att revolutionen hade lyckats och Ayatollan
tillsattes blev resultatet ett Iran med shariala-
gar och dédrigenom ett dn mer frihetsbegransat
och repressivt system for folket att leva under.
Dagens opposition i Iran har en mycket bruta-
lare och svarare motstdndare att avsatta an nar
monarken styrde, och fér USAs del tillsattes en
mer vastfientlig regim an tidigare.
Sammanfattningsvis ser vi hur den
globala realismen breder ut sin hierar-
kiska struktur, dar de starkaste staterna
avgor en militir konfrontation, och dar
ENs kosmopolitiska tanke om ”solidarisk be-
slutsfunktion” asidosatts i vanlig ordning. Det
ar alltsa de enskilda aktorerna — de méktigaste
staterna USA, Kina och Ryssland — som framst
avgor hanteringen av Syrienfragan. FNs reso-
lutioner och konventioner ar forst aktuella da
de faller under staternas intresse, som ar noga
kalkylerade utifran dagsaktuella och framtida
politiska och ekonomiska konsekvenser. En mi-
litar intervention i Syrien skulle i dagslaget bli
allt for kostsam — dodstalen skulle stiga, och
konflikten skulle snarare eskalera an forbattras.
Istallet bor sanktioner och andra politiska pa-
tryckningar utékas for att na ett slut pa stridig-

heterna i Syrien.

Text Anders J Eskilsson
lllustration Maria Seipel

UTBLICK’S (UNCERTAIN) GUIDE TO THE GALAXY:
CAN YOU PREDICT TOMORROW'S CHANGE?
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Send your predictions by e-mail marked
"Quiz" to anna.reumert@utblick.org be-
fore the 1.september 2012. The winner
will be announced in the next edition of
Utblick and will not regret it...



Democracy Now! The War and Peace Report 0

UTBLICK TIPSAR Ur-féreldsningar, Sappéren pd Campus Haga, Sprangkullsgatan 25

2 Maij: Ardeshir Bibakabadi frén Féreningen Homan, kI 17.30 - 19

16 Mai: Brian Palmer on moral courage — In English, kI 17.30 - 19

23 Mai: Piratpartiet om ACTA, kI 17.30 - 19
30 Maij: Karim Hasan om Syrien, kI 17.30 = 19

UF Film Club: Cinema Politica, Mdndagar 17.30 - 19.00
www.democracynow.org 30 April: Dive!
14 Maij: RIP Remix Manifesfo

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart: Monday-Thursdays 28 Maj: Secrets of the fribe (+ avslutingsfikal)
at Comedy Central / thedailyshow.com

Andra events i stan:

7 Maij: Hur véirna demokrati i ett medialiserat samhéille@

Med: Helle Klein, journalist, tidigare politisk chefredakiér vid Aftonbladet.
Om folkrérelsedemokratins plats i det medialiserade samhéllet.

@ Folkets Hus Hammarkullen, Hammarkulletorget, kl.18.00

12 Maij: Europa gungar

Med: Renzo Anersd, férfatiare, Anneli Hulthén, kommunstyrelsens ordférande, EU-parla-
menfariker 1995-2002. Konferencier: Alexandra Pascalidou. Tal och samtal, samt rap-
porter frén studenter i Berlin, Birmingham, Bratislava, Cork, Izmir, Porto, Verona, Vienna
och Vilnius. @ Nordstan, Nordstadstorget 6, Géteborg, kl.16.00

30 Maj - 3 Juni: HBTQ-FESTIVALEN i hela Géteborg! Kolla: hbigfestivalen.se

2 Juni: Kungen, demokratin och diktaturerna

Med: Cecilia Ase, fil.dr. statsvetenskap, monarkiforskare, Jan Teorell, professor statsveten-
skap, dikiaturforskare, Samtalsledare: Malin Krutmeijer journalist @ Rio Rio, Rosenlunds-

platsen 1, kI.16.00

8 - 10 Juni: Clandestino festival @ Réda Sten
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